
IV.       HICKMAN COUNTY DESCRIPTION

A.  Geographic & Land Area

Hickman County was the early site of Indian hunting grounds.  White settlers made one
of the Indian trails, The Natchez Trace, into the first major southern road.  They settled
into this area beginning in 1799.  The first settlers were the Brooks family who ran a grist
mill operation.  In 1817 the Captain John Gordon family built a house that is now one of
the oldest houses in Hickman County.  The Natchez Trace foundation is now the owner
of the Gordon House.  Hickman County is one of twelve counties located in the South
Central Region of the Tennessee Department of Health.

Hickman County’s geographical location is Northwest of the Department of Health’s
South Central Regional Office.  Three counties that are in the South Central region
border it:   Lewis County to the South,  Perry County to the West,  and Maury County to
the East.

B.  Demographics

The county was settled in 1799 with Centerville as the county seat.  According to the
1997 Picture of the Present, Hickman County has a total population of 19,906.  Of this
total 94% are Caucasian, 5% are black and less than 1% are classified as other races.

C.  Economic Base

According to 1997 Poverty Level Guidelines, an individual earning less than $657.50 per
month is considered impoverished.  For a family of four, $1,337.50 per month is 100% of
poverty.

Hickman County
Race Breakdown

1997 population estimates

white  94.3%

black  5.3%

other  0.4%
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